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District 1060

The Rotary Ambassadorial Challenge 2004
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There are more than a dozen Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars in District 1060 from countries such as Romania, Taiwan, Japan, Italy, and USA. The New Year 2004 will be a truly Rotarian year for most of them, not only because of their ambassadorial duties but also because they will embark on a new international project. The project is called “Ambassadorial Challenge 2004” and it is initiated and co-ordinated by the scholars themselves. The project’s location is Egypt, and the mission is to provide financial assistance to the African Hope School in Cairo, an educational institution for the Sudanese refugee children. The Rotary Ambassadors will organise fundraising events in District 1060 but also world wide, in their home countries.

In addition to its magnificent past few Westerners realise that Egypt is a gateway to freedom for millions of refugees escaping the famine, repression and civil wars of the African continent. The statistics of 2002 show that there are 10,000 refugees living in Egypt (this does not include 70,000 Palestinians), and over two thirds of these are Sudanese. Most of these refugees are young people, who have escaped the hardships of war, torture and oppression.

Since the early 80s, Sudan has experienced conflicts between the Arab Muslim northerners, the base of the government, and the black Africans of the south, who practice mainly Christian or animist beliefs.  Since 1983 at least one out of every five southern Sudanese has died because of 17 years of civil war. Overall nearly two million people have died and about 80% of southern Sudan's estimated five million people have been displaced. Besides the atrocities of war, famine is devastating the country. Malnutrition is the main cause of death for hundreds of thousands of people. Due to the everyday nightmare that the Sudanese experience, many chose to cross the northern border to Egypt, hoping to emigrate to a safe heaven in the west.

The reality of undocumented immigrants and refugees in Egypt is very different from what the official statistics say. The situation is complex because many Sudanese do not receive refugee status from the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). In fact many do not even apply or are afraid to do so. Among the refugee community, there are many stories of people being deported back to Sudan; on return they were executed because they were considered rebels by the Sudanese government.

Once in Egypt many Sudanese realise that this is not paradise. Many become homeless, unemployed and face much discrimination. This is particularly hard for the thousands of children that face the real world and the harsh life of being refugees. Sudanese refugee children are not allowed to attend public schools in Egypt because they are not citizens. In order to help with their education, churches like the Presbyterian Church USA and non-governmental organisations, like Rotary International, have established special schools for the Sudanese refugee children. 

One of these schools is the African Hope School situated in the Maadi district, a relatively nice neighbourhood of Cairo where few Sudanese live. As a result, many children and teachers have to travel a long way just to get to school. The school has about 400 students ranging from 3 to 19 years of age and about 10 dedicated teachers who are themselves refugees. Most of the children here have emigrated from Sudan to Egypt in search of a better life, but even in Egypt they face discrimination. Some of the children were sent away by their parents, (who decided to stay in Sudan) in the hope that their children would get a better future in Egypt. Although their stories are tragic, they still have a friendly smile on their faces - a smile of hope. With the help of UNHCR, most of these children will emigrate to the United States, Canada, Australia or Europe. Therefore, it is crucial for them to have basic education.

The school is located in a small building that has few facilities. In the schoolyard there is another provisional small building made of wood and cardboard. This small room is the Social Sciences classroom, and it is able to stand because it was built next to an old tree that holds the whole structure together. The classroom has no windows and there are no differences between being outside and inside the classroom. Because of the overcrowded classes, this room is used even in the winter. In the middle of January students study here at a temperature of 50 degrees while wearing gloves and hats.

In spite of the poor conditions, the students are the ones that warm the whole school through their willingness to learn and through their strong characters. Many passed through terrible experiences that transformed them into adults, maybe too early. For most of these children the African Hope School is just a short episode in their lives before emigrating to a Western country, thus their education here is crucial. For many children, especially for those from the rural and tribal areas of Sudan, acquiring a basic education, learning English, and having some kind of moral support is critical for future integration into a western society.

Now more than ever they need assistance and Rotary is there to help. “The Ambassadorial Challenge 2004” hopes to raise enough money to feed these children for year and provide educational materials, Together and with the help of Rotary clubs from District 1060 and around the world we will put a smile on the faces of these destitute refugee children.

The Ambassadorial Scholars are looking for help from Rotary Clubs in District 1060 to support them in this venture in one of three ways. By making a direct contribution to the fund, by organising a specific fund raising event or by sponsoring the scholars on one of the activities the scholars will be undertaking. At the same time they will be seeking similar help from their sponsoring districts and clubs.

This is perhaps the first time the District’s Scholars have taken the initiative and contributed both to the spirit of Rotary and to a specific cause. Please try to find ways to support them in this most worthy venture.

Further details of the project and specific case study materials to help you decide the worthiness of this venture can be had from Dan Stoenescu, University of Warwick, Tocil Flat 9A, Gibbet Hill Rd, Coventry CV4 7AL, Mobile 779 296 3002 or e-mail  danstoenescu@hotmail.com . Also you can check this website for more details: http://egyptquest2002.tripod.com/delta. Equally with Alan Pearce’s approval the scholars could come to your club to talk about the proposals and discuss ways in which you could help. 

GUIDELINES FOR AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARS:

I attached to this e-mail this website:

http://egyptquest2002.tripod.com/delta
TO THE SCHOLARS:

The goal of the project is that Ambassadorial scholars in UK Rotary District 1060 would raise at least £100 from their host clubs and another £100 (or equivalent) from their home clubs. The Ambassadorial scholars would have total freedom of how they can raise the money. It is encouraged that they would organize different events such as art auctions, bake sales or talent shows. 

The Rotary Ambassadors are also encouraged to look for sponsorships and donations in order to achieve the Ambassadorial Challenge target. 

The best way to raise money in the home districts is to get in touch with the future Rotary Ambassadors and try to get them involved in the 2004 Ambassadorial Challenge project. They are the best people that could raise money in your home district. 

Every Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar and Rotary club that decides to participate on this project would receive a letter from one refugee child in Egypt. The letter will talk about how the money was spent and how it affected the refugee’s lives. 

An excellent way to raise money is to dedicate 5 minutes of your Ambassadorial talk to explaining the situation of the African Hope School and the goals of the Ambassadorial Challenge 2004. Be bold enough to ask the Club for a £10 donation anyway. (Ten presentations equals £100!) For more information and pictures check out the attached website. 

The money raised would be deposited in a District 1060 account and would be transferred directly to the African Hope Learning Centre. I am confident that together we can do something for the Sudanese children!

Have you any ideas as to how we may collectively raise the money through a sponsored event, a sales pitch at District Assembly or any other way? Let me know.

If you commit yourself to this project, please let me know! That means that you commit yourself to raise at least 200 pounds by June 2004.

Best wishes,

Dan Stoenescu

